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ST AUSTELL 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA) have been 
summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating parts of CA17, CA39 and CA40 (See links at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002 ).    

The summary descriptions within the CSLCS give a broad-brush analysis of historic 
character and landscape, but with the following caveats: 

1. It is crucial to recognise that the historic landscapes of the area are shared with 
neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within these zones cannot be made 
in isolation without considering the effects on those adjoining areas - in 
particular St Austell itself stands very much on the edge of the area, more akin 
to industrial areas in the neighbouring CNAs to north and east than the large 
Mevagissey/Gorran/Dodman hinterland in the south of this CNA, which shares 
its character with the Roseland/Gerrans bay area to the west.   

2. St Austell is chiefly known for its associations with the China Clay industry, 
although the industry itself is not very much in evidence in the town, 
dominating rather the north-western part of the CNA. But St Austell first 
developed as a market centre in the C16/C17 on the back of tin working on 
Hensbarrow to the north, but more especially the Polgooth area to the south. 
There are many industrial remains in the Polgooth area and around Pentewan 
(quarrying, mineral port, railway) which lie outside WHS designation, but are of 
comparable significance as sites and monuments. The small WHS area around 
and including Charlestown is within the CNA. The archaeology and built remains 
of transport - roads, bridges, railways, viaducts, tramways, harbours with leats 
and reservoirs, is of great significance in this CNA. 

3. Most of the southern peninsula is a rich, anciently farmed landscape with 
recognisable mediaeval settlement and field patterns, with a number of 
established large houses and estates (Caerhays, Heligan, Menabilly, closer to St 
Austell is Tregrehan). A large part is within the AONB; the importance is not 
just scenic, the coastal archaeology (prehistoric cliff castles etc.) is great 
significance. 

4. This is an important maritime zone; the coast has a number of significant 
porths and coastal settlements, including Mevagissey, dependant upon fishing, 
in contrast to the industrial ports like Pentewan and Charlestown; landmarks, 
day marks, harbour infrastructure, wrecks, important strategic coastal views 
are all of significance. 

5. The urban environment around St Austell can seem formless, but contains 
pockets of good building and townscape as older hamlets were taken in; the 
core of St Austell, around the church, is as fine a townscape as any in Cornwall 
with exceptional C19 and earlier) commercial and public buildings; 
Charlestown, Mevagissey and Pentewan are high quality and distinctive centres, 
and there is a series of small porth-settlements of more vernacular character. 

6. While the CSLCS gives a reasonable overview of the character of these broad 
areas, greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with 
site specific proposals and issues. HLC revision would be particularly useful in 
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the southern area, likely to reveal a greater complexity of field and settlement 
patterns and archaeological potential here based on the long time-depth 
associated with such Anciently Enclosed Land.  

Evidence base 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys - Polgooth; Pentewan. A link to these can 
be found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Conservation Area Appraisals – Pentewan, Charlestown. A link to these can be 
found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Extensive Urban Survey - St Austell .A link to these can be found at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 World Heritage Site Management Plan 2005-10. See link at  
http://www.cornish-mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm 

 Other urban studies -Charlestown Contact the Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record which contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be 
searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 

 Garden studies and management plans - Caerhays, Heligan. Contact the 
Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 
50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For 
further information see http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 

 Historic landscape and archaeological surveys: Roseland Heritage Coast, 
Dodman Point, Black Head. The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record 
contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, 
buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the 
Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area designations -  

 Conservation Area appraisals -  

 industrial heritage assessments/management plans of areas outside World 
Heritage Site 

Threats 

 development in and around St Austell, including that affecting its wider 
landscape and historic context and setting 
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 sea level change affecting harbours and  landing places 

Major Heritage at Risk  

 St Austell Market House 

 Charlestown Chapel 

 Charlestown harbour 

 Charlestown Leats 

 Pentewan harbour 

Current Projects 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes 

 St Austell townscape 

 Discovering the Extraordinary World Heritage Project 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Conservation Area designation/studies 

 St Austell Churchtown Townscape Heritage Initiative 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes Ports and Harbours project , quays and 
landing places 

 recording of maritime features as part of Coastal zone assessment 

 Buildings at Risk management 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

 Cornwall Council owned green (historic) spaces/relict industrial landscapes 

 Parks and  gardens studies 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

 

 


