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TRURO & ROSELAND 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating parts of CA11, CA13, CA14, CA16 and CA40. (See links at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002 )   

This is a very large CNA. The summary descriptions within the CSLCS give a broad-
brush analysis of historic character and landscape, but with the following caveats: 

1. It is crucial to recognise that the historic landscapes of the area are shared with 
neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within these zones cannot be made 
in isolation without considering the effects on those adjoining areas. Similarly, 
the sheer variety and interwoven nature of landscape types here means that 
detailed site-specific analysis based on HLC is critical throughout most if the 
CNA - broad brush analysis such as offered by the CSLCS is unlikely to be 
adequate in this complex area. 

2. More than in many other CNAs there has been a complex overlaying of historic 
landscapes due to widespread industrial activity, agricultural improvements and 
the influence of large estates, and the trade and social draw of Truro.  

3. There is a broad east-west divide - a more diverse rural landscape to east with 
small towns and large churchtowns, altered medieval farming patterns, large, 
long-established aristocratic estates and parks. Truro’s historic hinterland was 
to north and west; the historic rise of Truro must be understood in large part in 
terms of its relationship to the industrial areas (and industrialised landscapes) 
of St Agnes and Chacewater/Gwennap.  

4. Roads, tracks (including a major concentration of registered and unregistered 
paths), railways are important characteristics of the historic landscape, as are 
the numerous quays and landing places around Carrick roads and its rivers.  

5. The upper Fal and Truro rivers were a focus for medieval urban development; 
the contained scale and tight grain of the many small towns and enlarged 
market-centres like Probus or, later, Chacewater are a feature of the area.  

6. There are two distinct coastal areas - the sheltered creeks and quays (largely 
for trade) of the Fal contrasting with exposed coast of the Roseland with its 
fishing communities (Portscatho). 

7. Specific views and vistas are less obvious in this area than some CNAs, but 
there are important individual views, often associated with great houses 
(Trelissick, Tregothnan) or church towers (Probus, Truro cathedral), key 
elements in the setting of heritage assets. 

8. This is an area of exceptionally high quality urban environments - Truro is 
important in a sub-regional context (Georgian townscape, the Cathedral), the 
mediaeval morphology of Grampound, Tregony, Probus, St Mawes and the 
industrial planned developments like Chacewater and Devoran are all 
characteristic as distinct elements in a landscape otherwise dominated by 
isolated farmsteads and hamlets (and smallholdings in the industrial areas) with 
occasional church towns.  
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9. While the CSLCS gives a reasonable overview of the character of these broad 
areas greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with 
site specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) 
would be critical in this area, compared to some others, giving a much finer 
grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of archaeological 
potential.  

 For instance, the relativity ancient field and settlement patterns in the 
north-east of the area (in part already studied as part of the Lowland 
Cornwall project) or the Roseland remain relatively unexplored and 
understudied areas, with extremely high archaeological potential based on 
the long time-depth associated with such Anciently Enclosed Land. 

 The industrial and market forces and agricultural processes that enclosed 
the former open downland between Truro-St Agnes-Redruth during the C19, 
require further exploration; especially when viewed against the 
contemporary enclosure of uplands by miner’s smallholdings 

 Greater understanding could be provided for the ornamental grounds, and 
the wider ornamented landscapes. 

Evidence base 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys - Chacewater, Devoran. A link to these 
can be found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Conservation Area Appraisals/Statements – Grampound; Devoran. A link to 
these can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Conservation Area Appraisal Management Plan – Truro; Chacewater; Devoran; 
Grampound. A link to these can be found at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Extensive Urban Survey – Truro. A link to these can be found at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 WHS Management Plan 2005-10 See link at   http://www.cornish-
mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm 

 AONB management Plan See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 Fal Estuary Audit .Contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record 
contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, 
buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the 
Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Mineral Tramways Conservation Management Plan. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=13419 

 Emerging NT Trelissick Management Plan 

 Roseland Heritage Coast Landscape Survey 
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 Numerous industrial surveys eg. Poldice Valley, Wheal Busy. Contact The 
Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be accessed as 
grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through the 
mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Large scale archaeological investigations and excavations eg. Threemilestone, 
Truro College, Nancemere. Contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment 
Record . Many reports can be accessed as grey literature through the CC 
Intranet mapping pages and through the mapping link at http://www.historic-
cornwall.org.uk/  

 Numerous small-scale urban investigations and excavations eg. Truro, Tregony 
Contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area designations 

 Conservation Area appraisals   

 Garden histories and management plans 

 Little published material on key historic settlement 
(Grampound/Tregony/Probus/St Mawes) 

Threats 

 Sea level rise affecting the quays and harbours and scattered hards and slips 

 development pressures, particularly around Truro 

 The contained character of these towns within the landscape is under threat -
Truro in particular has sprawled outside its natural setting and context, 
threatening the legibility of the historic settlement patterns. 

 loss of field patterns in rural areas east of Trispen; Roseland  

Major Heritage at Risk  

 Wheal Busy 

 St Paul’s Truro 

 Grampound tannery 

 St Anthony in Roseland 

 Highways assets (from road improvement schemes to Truro and on to 
Falmouth) 

Current Projects 
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 South West Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment 

 AONB/ Historic Environment Pilot study of Cornish Character (heritage and 
highway assets) 

 Discovering the Extraordinary World Heritage Project 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes  

 Ports and Harbours project 

 Wider quays/landing places study -building on e.g. the Estuary audits -to look 
at management  policies 

 Recording of maritime features as part of Coastal zone assessment 

 Buildings at Risk management 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revisions 

 Garden/ornamental landscape studies & management plans 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

 

 


