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WADEBRIDGE AND PADSTOW 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
broadly summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating the CA18, CA19, CA33, CA34, CA35 and CA36. (See links at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002)   

Reference should be made to the relevant character area descriptions; a number of 
caveats must be added, however. 

1. While the CSLCS landscape subdivisions is a reasonable assessment of the 
varying HE characteristics of the CNA it is crucial to recognise that historic 
landscapes are shared with neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within 
these zones cannot be made in isolation. 

2. In broad terms, this CNA represent a large bowl of wealthy and early farming 
landscapes e.g. around St Mabyn, one of the richest areas for crop marks of 
underlying prehistoric landscapes. It is also an area of large estate holdings 
(Prideaux, Roscarrick, historic estates of the Bishops of Exeter). 

3. The higher grounds surrounding this core area has surviving area of isolated 
moorland (St Breock Downs), and extensive woodland plantations.  

4. This is an area with an important maritime heritage; Padstow was historically 
North Cornwall’s main port, with a history stretching back into early medieval 
period; estuarine quays and landing places along the Camel estuary contrast 
with the porths and  beaches of the western area, and the fishing and industrial 
porths of the Port Isaac area. Despite the attractions of the natural coastal 
scenery, the coast actually derives much of its significance and interest from 
the historic environment; the maritime heritage includes significant narrative 
and sites of wrecks and rescue. 

5. although not within the  World Heritage Site, there was a certain amount of 
industrial activity throughout the area, mainly of local significance,  such as 
quarrying (and export of slates), or iron foundries at Wadebridge, and much of 
C19/C20 development was dependent upon the railway connections –the line of 
which  is still a major tourist draw (Camel Trail). 

6. The urban character of the area, while small-scale, is high quality (Wadebridge, 
Padstow, Port Isaac), with good individual buildings although rarely of the 
monumental scale associated with Cornwall’s large towns; streetscapes and 
overall character, and an inevitable sense of the picturesque are more obvious. 

7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential, particularly given the remarkable conservativeness of 
these landscapes.  

Evidence base 

 Conservation Area Appraisals – Padstow, St Kew, Port Isaac, St Tudy, Chapel 
Amble, Little Petherick, St Breock; draft Wadebridge and Padstow. A link to 
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these can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377  

 AONB Management Plan. See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 National Trust Surveys: a number of coastal NT properties have received 
detailed archaeological and landscape surveys. The Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be 
searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Camel Estuary Audit. Contact the Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record 
which contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, 
monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes 

 Atlantic Coast and Valleys Historic Landscape Character Assessment. Contact 
the Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 
50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area appraisals 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Threats 

 Capacity/ overdevelopment in Padstow 

 Sea-level rise 

Major Buildings at Risk  

 Wadebridge bridge 

Projects 

 Atlantic Coasts and valleys project 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Conservation Area designations & appraisals 

 Townscape Heritage Initiatives – Wadebridge/Padstow 

 Further Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

 Ports and Harbour project 
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 Farmsteads project 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  

 


