
               

       

 

         

       

      

      

      

      

     

      

       

       

       

     

      

 

     

 

  

 

                 

      

  

    

           

              

              

             

                

   

 

     

                   

               

         

                 

   

               

            

 

Minutes of the meeting of the South West Aggregates Working Party held at Somerset County 

Council offices on Monday 22nd 
January 2018. 

Present 

Julia Webberley (JW) David Jarvis Associates Ltd - Secretary; 

David Pitt (DJP) David Jarvis Associates Ltd; 

Sarah Povall (SP) Somerset County Council; 

Robin Drake (RD) Gloucestershire County Council; 

Lorraine Brooks (LB) Gloucestershire County Council; 

Phil Anelay (PhA) North Somerset Council; 

Ellie Inglis-Woolcock (EI-W) Cornwall Council; 

Eleanor Ward (EW) Devon County Council; 

David Payne (DP) Mineral Products Association (MPA); 

John Penny (JP) Aggregate Industries / MPA; 

Peter Andrew (PA) Hills Quarry Products Ltd; 

Rob Anderson (RA) Crown Estate; 

Ed Wright (EWr) Marine Management Organisation. 

The meeting commenced at 11.00am. 

1. Introductions 

In the temporary absence of a chair, JW introduced the meeting and herself as secretary. Each 

attendee then introduced him or herself. 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were received from: 

Kevin Phillips, Gloucestershire County Council; Neil Hayhurst, Cornwall Council; Trevor Badley, 

Dorset County Council; Jason Day, Wiltshire Council; Shaun Denny, Cemex UK; Debra Abraham of 

Bristol City Council and Rob Levenston of South Gloucestershire Council (both represented by Phil 

Anelay of North Somerset Council); Daniel Janota, Dartmoor National Park Authority; Philip Smith, 

Swindon Borough Council; Ross Facey, Maen Karne and Neal Gray and Nicole Yeomans both of the 

Marine Management Organisation. 

3. Appointment of new chair 

JW advised the meeting that SP had kindly offered to take on the role of chair following Andy Hill’s 

resignation as a result of his appointment to the position of Planning Development Manager at 

Devon County Council with effect from 1
st 

January 2018. 

SP’s appointment was formally proposed by PhA and seconded by JP. JW then handed the meeting 

over to SP. 

4. Approval of minutes of last meeting of the SWAWP held on 14
th 

June 2017 

Approval of the minutes was proposed by RD and seconded by PA. 



            

                

                

       

                

                  

               

               

                

               

          

                

                    

                   

               

                

  

                

            

          

              

                

                 

          

                  

              

                

                 

                

   

                 

                 

              

 

               

                

                 

                    

5. AWP contracts and other matters arising in connection with DCLG/ NCG 

JW advised that no funding had yet been confirmed for the continuation of the AWP Secretariat 

contracts beyond the current financial year 2017/2018. The contracts are currently due to run until 

the end of March 2018. 

DCLG (now MHCLG) had queried with the Secretariats as to whether they would be prepared to 

agree to a one year extension of the contracts and each Secretariat had confirmed that they would. 

However, at the time of the meeting, nothing further had been heard in this regard. 

**STOP PRESS** - Confirmation has since been received (by letter dated 23 January from the 

MHCLG) to the effect that the Government is proposing to extend the contracts for the 9 

Aggregate Working Party Secretariats for a further 12 months, until 31 March 2019, whilst the 

Government considers its future role in supporting the sector. 

JW gave a brief precis of the meeting of the National Aggregates Coordinating Group (NCG) which 

met (for the first time in about five years) in October 2017 and was attended by JW, DP and Andy 

Hill. A copy of the minutes of the meeting has previously been circulated to SWAWP members. The 

meeting was largely concerned with the continuation of AWP funding and the future supply of 

minerals, especially in view of the loss of AMRI and the outdatedness of the National and Sub-

national Guidelines. 

DP advised the meeting that Peter Latham (who had briefly replaced Eamon Mythen as Head of 

Plan-Making Policy, Planning Directorate) had now been re-appointed elsewhere leaving our only 

remaining minerals contact within MHCLG as Vicky Engelke. 

The MPA had made various representations – to the National Infrastructure Commission, DCLG and 

Sajid Javid - highlighting the industry’s concerns about the lack of Government support for MASS. 

However, in the absence of any reply, the MPA is now endeavouring to make direct contact with 

Simon Gallagher who is the Director of Planning at MHCLG. 

In the absence of AMRI and in light of the ageing of the National and Sub-national Guidelines, the 

MPA continues to invest resources into developing scenarios of potential future aggregate need and 

supply, and hopes to be able to consider developing regional scenarios, as has been requested by 

several AWPs. DP indicated that this would be undertaken in consultation with the AWPs, and could 

potentially be utilised in the absence of any update of the National Guidelines as context and 

benchmarks. 

DP also suggested that in order to raise the profile of the industry’s concerns, AWP Council members 

may wish to approach the director of their Council and request that he/she make direct contact with 

Simon Gallagher, specifically to seek clarity over future funding of the AWPs and continued 

monitoring. 

RD commented that the forthcoming review of the NPPF may provide an opportunity to put 

collective pressure on the Government about these figures. DP added that the MPA had also 

submitted suggested minor changes to the NPPF and PPG, following the invitation to do so made at 

the meeting of the NCG. In addition, the MPA and CBI Minerals Group had recently drawn up a high 



               

            

      

               

                

                   

    

                

                 

                

                

  

     

                   

  

                

                   

                  

                  

                  

               

                

    

     

                

          

               

 

 

       

               

              

                   

                   

 

               

                 

               

level UK Minerals Strategy, which involves consultation with the UK Minerals Forum, and this sets 

out many of the issues and concerns around MASS. 

6. Update on SW LAAs 

LAAs to 2016 had been completed by Cornwall, Devon and Gloucestershire County Councils. 

SP advised that Somerset County Council’s LAA to 2016 was underway and JW reported that Dorset’s 

LAA was due to be finalised shortly. PhA similarly confirmed that the LAA for the West of England 

should be available soon. 

JW read out an email received from Jason Day of Wiltshire Council which advised that ‘preparation 

of a draft Wiltshire and Swindon LAA to 2016 is underway but regrettably a combination of limited 

staff resource and a need to prioritise other work streams is hampering completion. Wiltshire can if 

needed provide relevant figures required for input into the SWAWP Annual Report separately as it did 

last year’. 

7. SWAWP Annual Report 2016 

Work has yet to commence on the annual report for 2016 given that the various LAAs for 2016 are 

still outstanding. 

A discussion ensued as to whether members would prefer the annual report to be completed prior 

to publication of their LAAs. This approach seems to have been adopted by other AWPs as most of 

these published their annual report for 2016 towards the end of 2017. This would be possible if 

member Councils were able to provide JW with the figures required for the report as soon as these 

have been received from industry. Members indicated that they would be happy to supply these. 

Therefore, please can those Councils which have yet to complete their LAAs supply the relevant 

figures as soon as possible? These should comprise, as appropriate, for sand and gravel, crushed 

rock and marine aggregate: 

• Sales’ figures for 2016; 

• The 10 year sales’ average in mtpa for 2007-2016 and the 3 year average (2013-2016); 

• Details of the reserves at the end of 2016; 

• An estimated figure for the sales of recycled aggregates from fixed recycling sites in 

2016. 

8. Format of annual aggregate survey forms 

Attendees discussed the format of the annual aggregate survey form which had been circulated in 

advance of the meeting. A number of comments were made as follows: 

i) PA was pleased to see that soft sand had been taken out of the sand and gravel bracket; 

ii) EI-W did not want to use all the detailed categories every time as it could put off some 

operators; 

iii) RD queried whether the form should include a section detailing imports and exports on 

the basis that some AWPs collect this data on an annual basis. SP commented that she 

was content to rely on the import / export data contained within the four-yearly survey 



               

                

                

                

                 

                

              

     

             

              

              

  

 

    

 

                 

               

                

               

                

                

                 

                  

           

               

               

              

             

             

                 

     

                

            

           

             

                

   

      

        

      

                

           

               

               

 

and worried that including it would put off some of the smaller operators. JP 

commented that operators usually have the data to hand so it is not a problem to 

provide the figures. RD suggested a bi-annual query could be an option or a question 

applicable only to operations over a certain size. RD agreed to send through an 

example of a question/s which could be added into the form and JW said that we would 

try and find out what other AWPs did in this regard. RA commented that the inter-

regional movement data was useful and thought that the NWAWP was quite good at 

collating and presenting this data. 

iv) Some other minor amendments to the form were suggested, notably highlighting / 

enlarging the existing references to marine aggregates. SP has since updated the form 

to reflect these minor amendments and a revised version will be circulated with the 

draft minutes. 

9. Any other business 

a) RA advised that The Crown Estate had recently published and sent out copies of its Marine 

Aggregates Capability and Portfolio for 2017. JW had brought hard copies for attendees to 

take with them. The tender process for 2016 had been completed and a number of 

contracts had been awarded, most notably in the Bristol Channel. The tender process for 

2018 is due to start in April and should be concluded by the start of 2019. 

b) RD gave an update on the emerging Minerals Local Plan for Gloucestershire which was last 

consulted upon in the autumn of 2016. A pre-submission version is now expected to go to 

Cabinet at the end of January and full Council in March with a view to it being consulted 

upon over the summer and submitted for examination in the autumn. 

c) EWr gave an update on the South and South West Marine Plans as follows: 

i) The South Plan: Consultation carried out at the end of 2017 is currently being 

analysed prior to submission and adoption of the Plan. Pending its adoption, the 

draft plan remains as a material consideration. The Marine Information System has 

been updated accordingly. Once the Plan is published later this year, additional 

workshops will be set up. The main contacts for issues relating to the South Plan are 

Neal Gray and Nicole Yeomans. 

ii) The South West Plan: The next tranche of workshops in relation to this plan are 

scheduled for March. The workshops will provide the ideal opportunity for 

stakeholders to check progress towards the development of the plans. The 

engagement will focus on draft marine plan area visions, draft options to address 

issues in each marine plan area and the next steps in marine planning and will take 

place as follows: 

• Tuesday 6
th 

March in Newquay; 

• Wednesday 7
th 

March in Plymouth; and 

• Thursday 8
th 

March in Weston-super-Mare. 

iii) If you would like to sign up to the MMO’s newsletter and ultimately a workshop, 

please use the following link: Subscribe to our marine planning newsletter 

d) RD queried whether the host site for the SWAWP would be transferred from Devon’s 

website to Somerset’s to reflect the change in chairmanship and SP confirmed that it would 

be. 



                   

               

       

                   

      

 

  

                  

                

     

e) DP advised that the date of the next MPA / RTPI Planning Conference was now set for 24
th 

May in London. Contributions to the agenda were invited and suggestions were put forward 

including bird management, safeguarding and prior extraction. 

f) A vote of thanks was proposed by JW for Andy Hill, in absentia, for his contribution to the 

SWAWP in his role as chair. 

10. DONM 

June / July 2018 was tentatively suggested as the date for the next meeting, by which time the 

future funding of the AWPs should be known. This will be confirmed in due course. 

The meeting closed at 12.05pm. 


