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1.  Parish Characteristics 

    
 
 
 
  

The village of Lezant dominated by the tower of the parish church of St. Briochus. 

A rural agricultural parish of undulating hills and valleys its current character 
informed by the underlying bedrocks, the eons of geological activity that shaped 

them (see map A5a), its geographic location and local climate.  

The picturesque nature of the 

landscape (see map A5b) has led to the 

majority of the parish being designated 

an Area of Great Landscape Value 
(AGLV), the remainder an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
(see map A5c). 

 

 
Expansive view across the parish the Tamar Valley AONB into 
Devon and Dartmoor beyond. 

 

The parish is a verdant pastoral 
patchwork characterised by hedge, 

Cornish hedge and bank lined fields, 
with narrow lanes, sometimes sunken, 

winding through the network of grassy 
pastures. 

Hedge lined fields between Trekenner and Lezant.  

Generally categorised as moderate to good agricultural land (see map A5d), a 

variety of crops are grown within the parish but by far the greatest area of land 

is under grass, which is either grazed by cattle or sheep, or harvested as animal 
fodder. 

   
Cattle on pasture. Cutting hay. Grazing sheep. 
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The lanes themselves are almost all lined with hedges, Cornish hedges or banks, 
some of the banks being topped with trees and shrubs, while others remain clear 

of larger plants, although virtually all of the verges, hedgerows and banks 
display a dazzling myriad of wild blossoms and flowers during the spring and 

summer months. 

    

Hedgerow flowers and attending wildlife. 

Some of the hedges have been restricted by regular flailing, but many have been 
allowed to mature and contain lengthy stands of a wide variety of shrubs and 

trees that create leafy green umbrellas over the lanes and field edges, the banks 
and verges also display an equally impressive diversity of flora, 

 

Sunken lanes winding through flower festooned verges and leafy tunnels. 

all of these components providing a wide range of habitats and an important and 
well connected network of corridors for wildlife. 

  Common Lizard sheltering in a Cornish hedge. Common Darter Dragonfly hunting in the hedgerow. 

 
Slow Worm 
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There are small areas of mixed native and ancient woodland dotted about the 
parish, the largest of which are found on the eastern and southern peripheries of 

the parish, occupying the steeper, more difficult to farm valley slopes of the 
River Inny, and a narrow area along the valley side and top of a meandering 

section of the River Tamar within the Tamar Valley AONB (see map A5e). 

 

Ancient woodland hugging the slopes of the Inny valley. 
 

Their importance to wildlife is recognised by their County Wildlife Site (CWS) 
status (see map A5f), and together with the majority of the other small woods 

scattered throughout the parish are designated by Natural England as Priority 

Habitat Inventory Deciduous Woodland (see map A5g), between them providing a 

rich diversity of flora and fauna. 

    

Blackthorn. Buckthorn Alder. Hawthorn. Spindle. 

However in total these woodlands account for only a fraction of the overall land 
area of the parish, the hedgerows and field boundaries containing a considerable 

proportion of the parishes’ trees including a significant number of those 
protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) (see map A5h). 

    

Common Alder. Common Oak. Sycamore. Ash. 
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The lanes connect the small scattered 

settlements, where the characteristic 
vernacular architecture is evident in 

the often fairly squat appearance of the 
older houses, braced against the 
ravages of the weather with thick walls 

of local stone, sometimes clad in slate, 
or rendered and frequently painted in 

white or cream, usually under a slate 
roof. 

 

 Traditional slate hung and rendered cottage, Treburley. 

The largest settlements are well dispersed, hamlets and villages none of any 
great size, mostly in the central and southern parts of the parish, with smaller 

groups or individual dwellings scattered throughout the parish, often sited 
around historic farmsteads. 

 

More recent expansion or additions to 
the settlements have often been in a 
less traditional or recognisable style 

although bungalows, not always built 
of local materials, but often being 

rendered and painted, are the most 
common architectural additions within 
the parish. 

Typical bungalow expansion, Trebullett.  

The majority of the properties in the parish are detached, and usually occupy a 

reasonable sized garden plot.  
The largest settlement, Treburley, is the only village in the parish adjacent to 

the single main road (A388) that passes through the parish, and displays a fairly 
typical range of building types, although no two of the larger settlements display 
an entirely identical style in their more recent editions, and therefore each 

settlement has its own characteristic appearance. 

 

Treburley the largest village in the parish straddles the A388. 
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Despite the creeping expansion of 
Launceston towards Lezant Parish, and 

therefore the potential of increased 
light pollution, there are still 
impressive views of the night sky to be 

had throughout the parish as street 
lighting is largely non-existent, being 

confined to a few locations within 
Treburley. 

A ‘Supermoon’ viewed from Treburley.  
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2.  Map A5a: Bedrock Geology. 

 

See below for key of Bedrock Geology Age: 
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2.  Map A5a continued: Bedrock Geology Age. 

Bedrock Geology describes the solid rocks that form the earth, these rocks 

can be hidden below a covering sediment, soil, water or other deposits, but 
can also occur as exposed outcrops at the surface. 

KEY TO BEDROCK GEOLOGY AGE. Please refer to Map A5a above. 

FORMATION 

NAME 
ROCKS ROCK TYPE 

GEOLOGICAL 

PERIOD 

WHEN 

FORMED 

APPROXIMATE 

TIME OF 

FORMATION 

 

Crackington 
Mudstone and 

Sandstone 
Sedimentary Carboniferous 

318 to 328 

million years 

ago 
 

Bealsmill 

Sandstone and 

argillaceous 

rocks 

Sedimentary Carboniferous 

319 to 329 

million years 

ago 
 

Brendon Slate Sedimentary Carboniferous 

329 to 347 

million years 

ago 
 

Teign Chert Chert Sedimentary Carboniferous 

329 to 347 

million years 

ago 
 

Tintagel 

Volcanic 

Tuff and 

agglomerate 
Igneous Carboniferous 

329 to 347 

million years 

ago 
 

Lezant Slate Slate Sedimentary Devonian 

359 to 372 

million years 

ago 
 

Stourscombe 
Slate and 

Limestone 
Sedimentary Devonian 

359 to 372 

million years 

ago 
 

Polyphant 

Intrusion 
Peridotite Igneous 

Carboniferous 

and Devonian 

299 to 419 

million years 

ago 
 

Unnamed 

Igneous 

Intrusion 

 Igneous 
Carboniferous 

and Devonian 

299 to 419 

million years 

ago 

All information obtained from the British Geological Survey (BGS). 
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3.  Map A5b: Landscape Character Areas. 

 

Landscape Character Areas (LCA) were identified as part of a landscape 
assessment process undertaken by various bodies including the Cornwall local 

authorities, the National Trust and AONB units. A broad range of criteria, 
including the natural, historic and visual characteristics were applied to assess 

and identify 40 Landscape Character Areas within Cornwall. 
The purpose of this was to aid the understanding of the landscape and give a 

better appreciation of its diversity, heritage and sensitivity in order to inform 
future local development and land management strategies. 
 

The 3 LCA’s identified within Lezant Parish are: 
LCA No. CA26 East Cornwall and Tamar Moorland Fringe. 

LCA No. CA29 Muddle Tamar Valley. 
LCA No. CA31 Upper Tamar and Ottery Valleys. 
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4.  Map A5c: Land Designations, Environmental. 

 

An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is land, designated by 
Natural England, protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

(CROW Act). It protects the land to conserve and enhance its natural beauty. 
 

An Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) is an area of land which is 
considered to have a particular scenic value, and is therefore afforded a 

degree of protection by local authorities. The designation was established 
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1947. 
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5.  Map A5d: Agricultural Land Classification. 

 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) uses a grading system of 1 to 5 to 
indicate the quality of agricultural land. It assesses the potential for land to 

support different agricultural uses, such as growing crops for food. 
A combination of climate, site and soil characteristics are consider in 

determining the grade. 
Grade 1 - excellent quality agricultural land. 

Grade 2 - very good quality agricultural land. 
Grade 3 - good to moderate quality agricultural land. 
Grade 4 - poor quality agricultural land. 

Grade 5 - very poor quality agricultural land. 
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6.  Map A5e: Ancient Woodlands. 

 

Ancient Woodland takes hundreds of years to establish and is defined as an 
irreplaceable habitat. It’s important for its wildlife (which may include rare and 

threatened species), soils, recreational, cultural, historical and landscape 
value. 

It’s any area that’s been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD. It 
includes ancient semi-natural woodland mainly made up of trees and shrubs 

native to the site, usually arising from natural regeneration, plantations on 
ancient woodland sites - replanted with conifer or broadleaved trees that 
retain ancient woodland features, such as undisturbed soil, ground flora and 

fungi 
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7.  Map A5f: Land Designations, Conservation. 

 

County Wildlife Site (CWS) is a conservation designation which despite 
conferring no statutory protection onto a site, does affirm a site's importance 
and value for wildlife in its county context. 

 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is a formal conservation 

designation providing statutory protection to a designated site. Usually, it 
describes an area that’s of particular interest to science due to the rare 
species of fauna or flora or important geological or physiological features that 

may lie within its boundaries. The designation is made by Natural England. 
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8.  Map A5g: Priority Habitats 

 

Priority Habitats cover a wide range of semi-natural habitat types, and were 
those that were identified as being the most threatened and requiring 

conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). 
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9.  Map A5h: Tree Preservation Orders. 

 

A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is a part of town and country planning. 
and is made by a local planning authority (usually a local council) to protect 

specific trees or a particular area, group or woodland from deliberate damage 
and destruction. 

 
 


