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Reference Number:  FOI- 101004560272 
 
Response provided under: Freedom of Information Act 2000  
 
Request:  
I am writing to request details of the date/year Cornwall Council has 
committed to becoming carbon neutral, in light of the climate emergency 
declared by the government in May. 
 
I would also like to know: 
- Whether you have declared a climate emergency 
- Whether you have scheduled any future meetings to discuss or address 
climate change within your county (if this hasn't already been addressed) 
- Details of any specific plans in place to help you achieve any goals you have 
 
Response:  
Cornwall’s Full Council met on and voted in favour to support the declaration 
of a climate emergency on 22 January 2019. An amendment to this motion 
was tabled calling for Urgency on Climate Change and this was agreed by the 
Council and a climate emergency was declared.  
 
This declaration required the Council to prepare a report within six months to 
outline how we can significantly reduce our carbon emissions through energy 
efficiency, low carbon fuels and investment in renewable energy within a 
timescale which is consistent with an ambition to restrain Global Warming to 
1.5°C and to ensure Cornwall strives to become carbon neutral by 2030. In 
addition, the motion also called on Westminster to provide the powers and 
resources to enable change and committed the council adequate staff time 
and leadership to prepare the report.  
 
Our Cabinet met on 24 July to deliberate the report that was submitted by the 
Climate Change Project Team and unanimously agreed to support the 
recommendations proposed. These recommendations were the following: 
 

· To approve the emerging Climate Change Plan and related emerging 
Climate   Change Action Plan 
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· To resource the Climate Change Team for the further development of 
the emerging action plan 

· To provide capital resource for Phase One of the Forest for Cornwall, 
Urban Tree challenge Fund, whole-house retrofit pilot and the 
Developing Planning Document  

 
The Cabinet papers are available to view on our Democracy website (see item 
6). This report sets out the Council's agreed actions in response to the 
declaration made in January.  
 
Information provided by:  
Strategy and Engagement, Cornwall Council 
 
Date of response: 09/08/19 
 

https://democracy.cornwall.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=577&MId=8912&Ver=4

