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Community Flood Risk 

Profile: 

Bodmin 

Purpose 

This document provides an overview of flood risk in 

Bodmin.  This Community Flood Risk Profile provides; 

• the history of flooding;  

• the rivers and catchments in and around Bodmin 

• flood risk mapping 

• current defences, plans and policy areas 

• the main challenges to flood risk management 

• funding and future projects 

This profile has been prepared by Cornwall Council in 

association with the Environment Agency and South 

West Water and will help inform communities and 

Neighbourhood Plan developers to enable a 

sustainable place-based approach to community 

development. 

Background  

Bodmin has been affected by a number of flood 

events.  Flooding of areas in the centre of the town 

has been recorded, mainly caused by heavy rainfall 

and the lack of capacity in the town’s drainage system 

to manage intense rainfall.   

The Bodmin Town Leat runs through the centre of 

Bodmin and much of this Leat is culverted.   As Bodmin 

has grown, greater reliance has been placed on 

combined drainage systems, designed when the town 

was much smaller. 

History of Flooding 

• Bodmin was affected by flooding during severe 

weather occasions in 1847, 1880 and 1954 

• In 1936 the town centre was flooded due to severe 

storms during which the drainage system was 

unable to cope 

• In 1975 and 1976 severe storms resulted in 

property being flooded in the town centre after 

drainage system failure 

• In 1979 shops were flooded in Fore Street due to 

surface water runoff from Bodmin Beacon 

overloading the drainage system 

• Further Flooding within the town centre occurred 

in 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1999 (when the fire 

station was flooded) 

• In 2000 flooding of gardens occurred at Gilbert 

Road due to a trash screen blockage; later in the 

year the water treatment works flooded 

• In 2001 Crockwell Street, Hillside Park and Honey 

Street flooded when the drainage system was 

unable to cope 

• In 2002 ponding of water occurred around Priory 

Pond 

• In 2003 properties flooded around Priory Park and 

threatened shops in Fore Street when surface 

water was unable to drain into the Leat 

• In 2005 flooding occurred in Radnor Close and 

Gilbert Road when leaf litter contributed to 

blocking drains and trash screens on this section of 

the Town Leat 

Photograph courtesy of the Historic Environment Record, Cornwall Council 
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Rivers & Catchments 

Land to the west/north side of the A30 

drains to the Camel Catchment and on to 

the north coast whilst land to the 

east/south side of the A30 generally drains 

to the Fowey and on to the south coast 

Key rivers and streams in the area include: 

• The River Camel 

• Clerkenwater  

• Dunmere Stream  

• Lanivet Stream 

• St Lawrence Stream 

• Cooksland Stream 

• Cardinham Water 

• River Fowey 

 

 

Bodmin Town Leat 

The Bodmin Town Leat originates on the east side of Bodmin, near Priors Barn and Gilbert Road.  It is partly 

culverted and partly open until it crosses beneath Gilbert Road and then continues until it crosses beneath 

Gilbert Road and then continues as an open channel with a series of stepped weirs past the back of residential 

gardens at the back of Abbots Close. 

The Leat then flows through a 30m section of culvert before emerging as an open channel through Priory 

Meadow leading to the skateboard park at St Petroc’s Well, where it enters a storage area controlled by 

Pendower dam and control chamber. 

From the control chamber it is culverted beneath Bodmin Football Ground for a distance of about 220m to Priory 

Road.  The Town Leat leaves Priory Pond through two outlets; one is through a culvert, 125m in length, which 

flows to an open channel by Church Square; the other outlet is through a culvert that runs beneath the play area 

before joining the first culvert. 

From there the Leat progresses as an open channel for 40m and is then culverted beneath the B3268, Turf Street 

around Church Square and then flows westwards beneath buildings to Cockwell Street.  The culvert splits 

beneath Cockwell Street and both culverts pass beneath the car park.  The two culverts cross over each other 

and one flows along the northern side of the A389 Dennison Road and one to the southern side.  The two 

culverts flow northwest up Berrycombe Road then cross over again to follow Brownlow Place.  The two culverts 

join again just south east of the Old Prison. 

Before the culverts re-join, the Bodmin Leat is joined by Flaxmore Terrace Leat flowing from the north down 

Watery Lane; this Leat is classified as Main River.  The combined culverted Leat flows westwards along the south 

side of Scarletts Well Road and alongside the Camel Trail, emerging into an open channel on the western 

boundary of the Berrycombe County Primary School playing field.  The Leat then joins the Dunmere Stream. 
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Properties at Risk of 

Flooding in Bodmin - 

Fluvial 

Around 250 properties are at risk 

of fluvial (river) flooding in 

Bodmin.  Around 110 of these 

properties are protected by the 

flood alleviation scheme.   

Of the 250 properties at risk, 

around 170 are residential, 

including a care home with the 

additional 80 properties being 

classed as commercial.   

No site specific detailed hydraulic 

modelling has been undertaken 

for the watercourses in this area.  

The Flood Risk Zones shown are 

based on national-scale modelling 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

 

 

Properties at Risk of 

Flooding in Bodmin – 

Surface Water 

Over 1000 properties are 

potentially at risk from surface 

water flooding.  Of these around 

740 are residential properties and 

290 are commercial including;  

• 5 schools,  

• 1 fire station,  

• 1 police station,  

• 1 hospital  

• 4 electricity substations 

The flood risk shown is a modelled 

response to 1hr duration and 

approximately 1% annual 

probability event.  This 

methodology ignores sewerage 

and drainage systems and uses a 

single rainfall event 
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Flood Risk Management in Bodmin 

There are a number of existing flood defences in Bodmin which protect just under half the properties at risk from 

fluvial flooding 

The Town Leat catchment is identified as a Critical Drainage Area (CDA).  Any development which occurs in a CDA 

requires a reduction in flood risk (betterment) rather than just having a neutral impact. 

Bodmin is within the Camel Valley Policy Unit of the East Cornwall Catchment Flood Management Plan.  The 

policy for this unit is Option 4: “Areas of low, moderate or high flood risk where we are already managing the 

flood risk effectively but where we may need to take further action to keep pace with climate change” 

Bodmin is within the North Cornwall Rivers Flood Watch Area that provides a general flood watch early alert.  A 

multi-agency flood plan has been prepared for Bodmin.  This identifies 3 Flood Action Zones.  The primary 

purpose of these zones is to subdivide the wetted area within a High Risk Community Multi-Agency Flood Plan 

area so that evacuation can be organised effectively. 

Main Challenges for Local Flood Risk Management 

The Bodmin Town Leat requires ongoing maintenance in order to function properly and may require an increase 

in capacity in order to maintain the present level of protection with respect to climate change 

New developments in and around Bodmin provide an opportunity to more effectively manage and control 

surface water runoff through Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  Retrospective SuDS should also be utilised to 

manage runoff from sites that were developed prior to legislation. 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Flood Risk Management in Bodmin 

• Investigate further actions in Bodmin to keep pace with climate change, whilst ensuring measures 

undertaken avoid negative impacts to the River Camel  

• Investigate the feasibility of relocating the fire station in the town 

• Implement a Surface Water Management Plan for Bodmin 

• Investigate the links between land management practice, runoff and flood risk in the local area 

• Target channel maintenance and review current drainage system infrastructure capacity to reduce incidents 

of blockage and flooding. 
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