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Community Flood Risk 

Profile: 

Bude 

Purpose 

This document provides an overview of flood risk in 

Bude.  This Community Flood Risk Profile provides; 

• the history of flooding;  

• the rivers and catchments in and around Bodmin 

• flood risk mapping 

• current defences, plans and policy areas 

• the main challenges to flood risk management 

• funding and future projects 

This profile has been prepared by Cornwall Council in 

association with the Environment Agency and South 

West Water and will help inform communities and 

Neighbourhood Plan developers to enable a 

sustainable place-based approach to community 

development. 

Background  

Bude is a coastal town on the north coast of Cornwall, 

the town has a canal and a number of watercourses in 

close proximity to the built up areas; many of which 

are culverted 

A number of flood events have been recorded in Bude.  

Flooding is mainly caused by fluvial flooding from the 

River Strat and the overtopping of Bude Canal.  They 

have also been reports of surface water flooding, tidal 

flooding following a tidal storm surge and flooding due 

to a combination of these causes.  Affected areas 

include The Strand, The Crescent, Vicarage Road, 

Petherick’s Mill and the Nanny Moores Bridge area. 

Selected History of Flooding in Bude & 

Surrounds 

• In 1993 The Strand completely flooded.  Vicarage 

Road area, Nanny Moores Bridge, Bencoolen 

Bridge, The Crescent and Leven Cottages were 

flooded when the River Neet and Bude Canal burst 

their banks during excessive rain   

•  In The Crescent area in 1996 properties and the 

road flooded when a tidal surge cause The River 

Neet to over-top 

• In 1999 The Strand was closed due to water 

flowing up through the gullies and surcharging 

manholes.  At the Crescent there was surface 

water ponding half way up the road.  At Vicarage 

Road flooding was caused by blocked highway 

drainage and culverts surcharged as the River Neet 

and Bude Canal over-topped 

• In 2004 there was general flooding due to the 

over-topping of the River Neet.  In the Bush area, a 

meander in the river and the bridge caused the 

river to back up and flood 

Flexbury 

• In 2000 two properties flooded when a 

culvert/screen blocked due to lack of maintenance 

• In 2001 flooding was reported at Marshbrook and 

Maer Lane due to storm water from Cameron 

Close and Quarry Close was flooded from 

Crooklets Stream 

 

Photograph courtesy of the Historic Environment Record, Cornwall Council 
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Rivers & Catchments 

The confluence of the Rivers Strat 

and Neet is at Helebridge.  There is 

some confusion over the name of 

the river running from this 

confluence to the river mouth at 

Summerleaze Beach in Bude.  Some 

documents refer to it as the River 

Strat, some older maps show it as 

the River Bude and the current 

ordinance survey map refers to it as 

the “Strat” or “Neet”.  The 

convention used in this document is 

that it is the River Strat and the 

River Neet is a tributary to the River 

Strat. 

Key rivers and streams in the area 

include: 

• Maer Down Stream 

• Crooklets Stream 

• Golf Course Stream 

• Bude Canal 

• Berries Avenue Stream  

• River Strat 

• River Neet 

 Coastal Processes 

The wide, linear sandy beaches of Bude Bay extend some 

4km for the extent of this section of coastline.  Small 

headlands are formed from sections of the more resistant 

sandstone cliffs.  Cliffs along the shoreline reach 110m OD at 

Bude 

There are sand dunes at both Widemouth and Bude.  The 

dunes along the shoreline at Widemouth are quite degraded 

at the northern end and the once linear system has become 

truncated by encroachment of car parking and small-scale 

beach development.  The dunes at Summerleaze Beach in 

Bude are constrained by the presence of car parking and the 

channel of the River Neet.  Recent studies gave concluded 

that these dunes have experienced growth along the 

southern and landward edges and some loss of vegetation 

on the seaward edge due to a blowout. 
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Flooding in Bude and 

Surrounds - Fluvial 

155 properties are within Fluvial 

Flood Zone 3 in Bude with a further 

43 in Stratton and 298 in Flexbury, 

making a total of 496 properties at 

risk. 

Of the 496 properties at risk, 450 

properties are residential an 

additional 35 properties being 

classed as commercial.   

In Bude itself 101 properties are in 

Tidal Flood Zone 3 comprising of 50 

Residential, 38 Commercial and 13 

others. 

No site specific detailed hydraulic 

modelling has been undertaken for 

the watercourses in this area.  The 

Flood Risk Zones shown are based 

on national-scale modelling from 

the Environment Agency. 

 

 

 

Properties at Risk of 

Flooding in Bude and 

Surrounds – Surface Water 

Around 630 properties are 

potentially at risk from surface 

water flooding in Bude, Stratton 

and Flexbury.  Of these around 

573 are residential properties and 

38 are commercial;  

The flood risk shown is a modelled 

response to 1hr duration and 

approximately 1% annual 

probability event.  This 

methodology ignores sewerage 

and drainage systems and uses a 

single rainfall event 
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Flood Risk Management in Bude and Surrounds 

There are a number of existing flood defences in Bude and the surrounding area from both fluvial and tidal 

flooding. 

A flood alleviation scheme exists to protect Bude from the River Neet.  This includes: 

• An automatic lifting/lowering weir at the downstream extent of the Neet to allow increased flow 

capacity 

• Flood walls and a deepened channel through the town with storage areas and flood banks at Petherick’s 

Mill 

Upstream of Bude, there are flood banks around properties at Helebridge and a combination of flood banks and 

walls at Stratton.  Sluicing controls the flows in the River Neet and is automatic.  This is monitored by the 

Environment Agency remotely by telemetry.  Should it fail to operate correctly the Environment Agency would 

operate the sluice manually 

Parts of the Bude area are classed as a Critical Drainage Area; this includes the whole of Flexbury, the west part 

of Stratton and Bude; north, east and south-east.  Any development which occurs in a Critical Drainage Area 

requires a reduction in flood risk (betterment) above and beyond a neutral impact.  

Main Challenges for Local Flood Risk Management 

Rivers in this area are of a high gradient and are vulnerable to flash flooding caused by intensive rainfall and 

runoff.  This may limit the potential for attenuating water at time of flood risk in these catchments.  Large 

volumes of sediment may be entrained during high flow events, 

Tourism levels are likely to increase which may have adverse effects on the watercourses and increased wear and 

erosion from visitor traffic. 

A changing climate will increase the risk erosion and tidal flooding as sea levels rise and more storms are 

experienced. 

 

 

Opportunities for Flood Risk Management in Bude 

• Implement retrospective Sustainable Drainage Systems in Bude and Flexbury 

• Remove flood banks in Bude Marshes 

• Improve river continuity by removing obstructions on the River Neet and River Strat 

• Extend wetland habitats in the upper reaches of the catchments to aid attenuation. 

• Implement the epoch changes outlined in the Shoreline Management Plan to create a sustainable costal 

community 

 

 

 


