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EDWINA HANNAFORD
Cornwall Council Cabinet Member for  
Climate Change and Neighbourhoods

WHEN Cornwall Council passed 
the ‘Urgency on Climate Change’ 
motion last January we were 

tasked to come up with a plan to enable 
Cornwall to cut its carbon emissions and 
help slow global warming. But we went 
one step further – amending the motion to 
declare a climate emergency and calling 
on Westminster to give us the powers and 
resources necessary to enable Cornwall to 
strive towards becoming carbon neutral 
by 2030. Last week our Cabinet gave unan-
imous backing to our emerging and ambi-
tious climate change plan - the culmina-
tion of conversations with thousands of 
residents, businesses, community groups 
and partners and tireless work by a devot-
ed team of council officers. With cross-
party support and applause from the pub-
lic gallery, it marked a significant moment 
in the start of our journey to lead Cornwall 
in this vital cause. 

Climate change is one of the greatest 
challenges that humanity has faced. 
Throughout modern history we have 
strived for progress in science, explora-
tion, society and the economy that can 
support our fast-evolving lifestyles. Much 
of this progress is to be applauded, but 
our current trajectory of a global econo-
my that relies on fossil fuels and unend-
ing growth cannot continue. 

The evidence of climate change is irref-
utable. Extreme weather events are now 
becoming commonplace. The impact of 
human activity on global warming is 
leading to an accelerated warming of the 
atmosphere that, if remained unchecked, 
could lead to unprecedented catastro-
phes in many parts of the world. We must 
act now.

Cornwall is not immune to these 
changes. Climatic systems are inter-
linked; we are all vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change; equally, we all 
have a responsibility and an opportunity 
to make a difference. We are fortunate to 
live in a beautiful part of the world where 
our natural environment is breath-taking 
and part of our cultural identity; but we 
cannot take this for granted. We must 
treat climate change as an emergency to 
create the foundations of environmental 
stewardship for our beloved Cornwall for 
future generations.

In compiling the plan we spoke to over 
3,000 residents, engaged with a multitude 
of stakeholders, listened to young people 
who have made the strength of their feel-
ings very clear; we have sought academic 
rigour in our calculations. What comes 

Why we must tackle
climate emergency

over loud and clear is that people in 
Cornwall want to know how to play their 
part – and small steps can make a big dif-
ference helping us to tackle climate 
change as encapsulated in the Climate 
Vision top ten pledges. 

We have started and will continue a 
Cornwall conversation, as meeting our 
aspiration is not something we can do 
alone. Every organisation, resident, com-
munity group, town and parish council 
has a shared responsibility to embark on 
a journey to find solutions that will 
reduce our impact on the planet and 
show that Cornwall is leading on this 
issue, building on the tremendous work 
that we have already undertaken through 
our Green Cornwall programme and 
Environmental Growth Strategy. It will 
not be easy; 2030 will be extremely chal-
lenging and may well prove impossible; 
but that does not mean we should back 
away from the challenge to start this jour-
ney now. If other parts of the world 
choose not to act, that should not define 
what we do. We are going to lead. 

We have announced many exciting 
projects; the Forest for Cornwall, energy 
efficiency improvements to existing 
Council-owned homes, transforming our 
fleet to ultra-low emission vehicles, 
changing our planning policies to 
encourage the switch to more renewable 
energy generation and considering cli-
mate change in all our decisions. But 
there are complex systems changes 
required from a wide range of stakehold-
ers. The Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Lead-
ership Board recently agreed to support 
our work; but we all need to work togeth-
er to change the way we live, travel, work 
and define success in a rapidly changing 
world. New technologies, natural climate 
solutions, behavioural change, local 
action and Government support will all 
be crucial in helping us achieve our 
ambitions.

Our commitment to climate change 
should always be symbiotic with the 

needs of our most vulnerable residents. 
Retrofitting homes may well save carbon, 
but also leads to lower heating bills which 
reduces fuel poverty. Electric transporta-
tion should reduce running costs and 
improve air quality. A low carbon econo-
my will provide new jobs and the Forest 
for Cornwall will provide better access to 
nature for all. There will almost certainly 
be difficult decisions in the future about 
prioritising scarce Council resources; 
some socially beneficial projects may 
have a high carbon intensity, but we will 
always aim for the overall goal of reduc-
ing emissions and include mitigations 
where possible. 

There are many pillars to the work that 
we need to collectively deliver on to help 
combat climate change. In this supple-
ment, you will see a variety of examples 
of what companies are delivering here in 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly to trans-
form our energy systems. Much of this 
work is world-leading and offers the 
potential to decarbonise the energy that 
we use, making it cleaner and more sus-
tainable. There are many other examples 
not mentioned here, but taken alongside 
the other approaches these provide an 
example of how Cornwall is approaching 
this emergency. 

While there is a need for urgency, I also 
strongly believe there is hope. The pro-
cess of pulling our plan together has gal-
vanised action, bringing people together 
from diverse backgrounds for a common 
cause that is high in the public con-
sciousness. We cannot afford to fail, and 
Cornwall will build on its leading role to 
become an exemplar for what regional 
leadership can do in combatting climate 
change. I want to thank our communities 
already taking positive climate change 
action and I call on everyone in Cornwall 
to join us in fighting the climate emer-
gency. I hope over the following months 
to highlight other areas of work that will 
also contribute to this challenge that 
affects us all.  

POWERING THE GREEN 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
INVESTMENT in renewable 
energy has the potential to 
transform not just our 
environment but also our 
economy.

That’s why the Cornwall 
and Isles of Scilly Local 
Enterprise Partnership is 
making energy and ‘clean 
growth’ an economic 
priority for our area.

Research from the Carbon 
Trust suggests that by 2030 
the South West has 
potential to be self-
sufficient or even a net 
exporter of electricity, 
whereas at the moment the 
region imports almost 88% 
of the energy it uses. By 
generating more electricity 
locally we can cut bills, 
tackle fuel poverty and 
retain much more of the £9 
billion we spend on energy 
every year. 

For the UK Government, 
so-called ‘clean growth’ is a 
priority, and it’s our priority 
too. Clean growth means 
growing our national 
income while cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and ensuring we have a 
secure and affordable 
energy supply.

According to Office for 
National Statistics figures, 
the growth in the 
environmental goods and 
services sector was 27% 
between 2010 and 2015, 
contributing £30.5 billion to 
the UK economy, and 
employing 335,000 people.

Forecasts show that the 
UK’s clean growth sector 
could grow by an estimated 
11% per year between 2015 
and 2030 – four times faster 
than the rest of the 
economy – and could 
deliver between £60 billion 
and £170 billion of export 
sales of goods and services 
by 2030.

The Carbon Trusts 
estimates that transforming 
our energy future could add 
£10 billion to the regional 
economy by 2030 and 
support tens of thousands 
of jobs.

That’s why clean growth is 
at the heart of our emerging 
Local Industrial Strategy, 
which is the blueprint to 
drive our economy over the 
next 10 years.

As a LEP we have already 
invested more than £30 
million in public transport in 
Cornwall to enable more 
people to travel by rail and 
by bus. We are putting £1 
million into the Smart 
Islands project on the Isles 
of Scilly, which could be a 
global exemplar of how to 
harness technology to 
create a local low carbon 
energy network. And we are 
investing in growing 

Cornwall’s space sector, 
recognising that earth 
observation and data 
derived from space play a 
critical part in informing 
climate science and 
recording changes to our 
planet.

But we will need help on 
our low carbon journey, 
which includes Government 
giving greater priority to 
addressing the Climate 
Emergency by putting it at 
the heart of policy. We 
would like to see a Green 
New Deal for the UK to help 
us achieve our carbon 
neutral ambitions as soon as 
possible.

This needs to include 
investment in grid 
infrastructure to meet 
growing renewable energy 
generation and the 
increased electrification of 
heat and transport. Road 
transport accounts for 22% 
of Cornwall’s carbon 
footprint.

There needs to be a 
‘whole house’ retrofit system 
to make every home warm, 
dry, healthy and cheap to 
run, supported by skills and 
apprenticeships 
programmes. At the 
moment residential 
properties account for 21% 
of Cornwall’s carbon 
emissions.

Agriculture, which makes 
up 19% of our area’s carbon 
footprint, needs support to 
develop and embrace new 
technologies that reduce 
emissions, boost the quality 
and productivity of food, 
and improve the 
environment.

The LEP is united in its 
desire to help drive this 
positive change. We need 
new approaches, new 
measures of success and a 
more sophisticated 
approach to economic 
growth which values our 
precious environment. 
Future generations demand 
nothing less.

GLENN CAPLIN
Chief Executive of the 
Cornwall & Isles of Scilly 
Local Enterprise Partnership


