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1. What is the Forest for Cornwall? 
 
Forest for Cornwall is an ambitious tree planting project with the principle aim of fighting 
climate change. When complete we hope it will create approximately 8,000 hectares of 
additional canopy cover, that’s about 2% of Cornwall’s land area. 
 
The Forest for Cornwall is not a single area of new forest. It’s our ambition to deliver a net 
gain in all forms of canopy cover throughout Cornwall, whilst strengthening the protection 
of our existing backbone of trees, woodlands and hedges. 
 
Forest for Cornwall will be delivered through partnerships and private sector projects. These 
vary in scale and are at different stages of development and delivery. They all have the 
common aim of increasing canopy cover throughout Cornwall. 
 
2. What do we mean by canopy cover? 
 
The phrase ‘canopy cover’ describes the area of leaves, branches and stems of trees 
covering the ground if viewed from above. We use it to also include vegetation such as 
hedges and hedgerows, individual trees, copses, woodland and forests. 
 
The Forest for Cornwall includes trees in woods, parks, farmland, commercial forestry, 
orchards, street trees and those in the public realm of our towns and villages, including 
public parks and gardens. It includes trees in registered parks, many of which are iconic, 
ancient and veteran. There will be opportunities for planting on private land, in residential 
gardens and rural areas including agro-forestry and wood pasture. It even includes 
arboretums (museums for trees) which contain ornamental, landscape and protected trees. 
Forest for Cornwall also encompasses hedges in their widest sense. It covers hedgerows, 
Cornish hedges, field, and property boundaries. 
 
3. Who is creating the Forest for Cornwall? 
 
The Forest for Cornwall was conceived by Cornwall Council. The first phase from 2019 to 
2021 will be core funded and coordinated by Cornwall Council to help catalyse the longer-
term partnership programme. 
 
Participation and partnership is essential if we are to achieve the ambitious aims of the 
Forest for Cornwall. It will involve partners such as the Local Nature Partnership, 
landowners, forestry sector, Town and Parish Councils, environmental charities, the NHS, 
private utilities, local businesses, Government bodies, schools, colleges, communities and 
individual actions. We aim to motivate everyone to look after the trees that they already 
have, to take action to establish more trees and hedges on their own land, and where 
appropriate in their local community. 
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Please get in touch via our Contact page on the website if you want to get 
involved or have an idea, however large or small. 
 
4. How has the Forest for Cornwall come about? 
 
Cornwall Council adopted an Environmental Growth Strategy in 2016 and started work with 
stakeholders to develop an action plan for trees, woodlands and hedges which has been 
reflected in the Forest for Cornwall programme. 
 
Cornwall Councillors met at Full Council on the 22 January 2019 and debated tackling 
climate change. Councillors voted to support the declaration of a climate change 
emergency. The declaration required the Council to prepare a plan outlining how Cornwall 
can reduce carbon emissions and work towards becoming carbon neutral by 2030. 
 
The Climate Change Action Plan was approved in July 2019. It identified a flagship natural 
climate solution project: The Forest for Cornwall. 
 
Habitats vary in their ability to naturally ‘draw down’ and store carbon dioxide. Trees and 
woodlands perform the best on land. Opportunities to improve other natural climate 
solutions, such as marine eelgrass, wildflower meadows and soil carbon will be progressed 
alongside the Forest for Cornwall. 
 
5. What is the target for the Forest for Cornwall? 
 
Forest for Cornwall will be a large-scale programme to remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere (a process known as sequestration). It will be achieved through mass woodland 
and tree planting, regeneration and rewilding. The initial target aims to cover approximately 
8,000 hectares, or about 2% of Cornwall’s land area. This figure will be refined during the 
first few years of the Forest for Cornwall programme as new baseline information becomes 
available. 
 
6. What is the timeframe for the Forest for Cornwall? 
 
We aim to meet the Forest for Cornwall target by 2030. This matches with the overall 
Cornwall Climate Action Plan. 
 
7. How much carbon will the Forest for Cornwall capture and draw down? 
 
Calculations using the Woodland Carbon Code suggest that an 8,000 hectare forest will 
capture 38,000 tons of carbon dioxide a year and sequester (remove) upwards of 1% of 
Cornwall’s greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide is just one of the 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
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8. Will the Forest for Cornwall programme create one large forest in 
Cornwall? 
 
The Forest for Cornwall will place the right trees in the right places for the right 
purposes. As well as several large areas of woodland and forests, there will be many smaller 
copses and individual trees, with connecting corridors in the form of hedgerows, and trees 
along rivers, trails and cycle routes and in our urban streets. 
 
We will identify some potential larger sites to plant by using the best available local 
information currently being developed by Cornwall Council, the University of Exeter and 
Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. The programme will 
involve planting new trees and protecting existing trees and hedges. Forest for Cornwall will 
also aim to support opportunistic planting and rewilding by landowners, businesses and 
community groups. 
 
We will be sensitive to existing environmental, heritage and landscape designations, 
features and uses of the land, whilst recognising that we are living in a changing world. 
 
9. What type of trees and woodland will be planted? 
 
There will be a wide range of tree planting in keeping with ‘the right trees in the right 
places’ principle. Trees chosen will include species native to Cornwall today and from the 
historic records, alongside non-native species where appropriate. We will also plant to 
reflect our changing climate as we plan for a warmer Cornwall with increased extreme 
weather events. 
 
10. How can you get involved in the Forest for Cornwall Programme? 
 
The Forest for Cornwall is a new programme and we are developing a range of initiatives 
with partners to enable residents, landowners, schools and communities to take part. Please 
keep an eye on our website for more information, www.cornwall.gov.uk/forestforcornwall/ 
 
Everyone can get involved in the following ways: 
 

• Pledge to plant a tree, www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-and-
woods/campaign-with-us/big-climate-fightback/ 

• Host your own tree planting event with neighbours or colleagues. The Woodland 
Trust are giving away free trees for schools and communities to plant, see here for 
more information www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/ 

• You can also apply for funding for community tree planting through the Council’s 
Grow Nature Seed Fund, visit the Grow Nature funding page for more information 

• Become a member of the Woodland Trust and / or make a donation to the 
Woodland Trust so they can plant trees for you, 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/join/ 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/grow-nature
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/forestforcornwall/
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http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/grow-nature/funding/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/join/
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• Share the Woodland Trust campaign #EveryTreeCounts on social media 
and encourage your followers to get involved. 

• Contact the Council’s Forest for Cornwall team about any tree planting 
opportunities in your local area or if you have land available for potential 
planting. 

• A number of parishes have volunteer tree wardens. For more information on tree 
wardens you can look on the Tree Warden Scheme webpage.  

11. Where will the trees come from? 
 
In time, we aim for trees to be sourced principally from local accredited nurseries. The large 
scale of the forest and the numbers we need to plant each year mean that we need to start 
growing the trees now to support future demand. Cornwall Council is starting to work with 
local businesses, communities and landowners to establish new local tree supplies, seed 
propagation and sapling exchange schemes. 
 
Trees are also likely to need to come from other approved sources to meet the demand. 
 
12. How long until the first trees are planted in Cornwall? 
 
Cornwall Council and others have been planting trees for years as part of their own land 
management and through projects such as Free Tree Scheme of the 1990s and more 
recently the Making Space for Nature. However, the pace and scale of this will now increase. 
The Forest for Cornwall was announced in July 2019, but Cornwall Council has been working 
on tree-planting projects and developing plans for the Forest over the last 2 years. This 
means we can hit the ground running. 
 
The first trees under the Forest for Cornwall will be planted during National Tree Week in 
November 2019. Initially we will focus on planting in urban areas, alongside community 
groups. The first phase of early projects will continue through to the 2021 planting season. 
 
The next phase of projects is being scoped out with partners and funding applications are 
being submitted. More information will become available in due course. 
 
13. Will there be carbon offsetting opportunities with the Forest for Cornwall 
programme? 
 
We are working with the partners, local businesses and UK Government methodology to 
develop a carbon offsetting within the Forest for Cornwall scheme. More information will 
become available in due course. 
 
 
14. Will the Forest for Cornwall protect existing trees and hedges? 
 
A key part of Forest for Cornwall is to ensure the protection of our existing canopy. It needs 
to be part of our planning system, our policies, practices and processes. Trees face 
increasing pressures from pests and diseases including diseases such as ash dieback 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/grow-nature
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(www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/tree-pests-and-
diseases/key-tree-pests-and-diseases/ash-dieback/). There will be more storms 
and extreme weather brought about by climate change. More assessments and 
careful management will be required. 
 
The regulatory framework for the protection of trees is well established but, as part of the 
Forest for Cornwall, work is underway to improve the local processes and policies. This 
includes, an Ash Die Back Plan, Building with Nature accreditation and the biodiversity net 
gain framework within the planning system. 
 
15. What are the funding channels and how can people get involved? 
 
We have estimated that the cost of Forest for Cornwall could be in the region of £25-30 
million. Cornwall Council is helping to kick start Forest for Cornwall by giving core funding 
for phase one. Funding for subsequent phases is in development. 
 
Please visit the Grow Nature website for details of community funding, including for tree 
planting. 
 
16. What are the other benefits of trees, woodlands and hedges? 
 
As well as their role as amazing natural climate solutions and their inherent natural beauty, 
trees, woods and hedges play a valuable role in providing a range of goods and services 
from which we benefit. They help regulate climate, store carbon, filter pollutants, provide 
shade and reduce flooding. They provide us with fuel, timber, food and fruit, and offer food 
and refuge for wildlife. 
 
Trees connect important habitats across Cornwall. Cornish field boundaries create the 
framework of the Cornish countryside. Most Cornish field boundaries are medieval in origin 
but some are prehistoric. This makes them highly valuable historic structures. They help us 
understand the past management of the land and can help guide the future care of our 
environment. 
 
Being out in nature encourages us to take more physical exercise and have been shown to 
improve mental health. 
 
17. What is Cornwall’s current canopy cover? 
 
Woodland cover in Cornwall is 9-10% compared to a UK average of 13% and Europe 37%. 
This statistic does not include smaller stands of trees or trees on hedges, so we are 
establishing a more accurate local baseline figure, as part of the Forest for Cornwall. We 
know there are also 30,000 miles of hedges covering approximately 1% of Cornwall, thanks 
to the work of our local Environmental Records Centre. 
 
Compared to much of the rest of England, tree cover in Cornwall is relatively sparse. Once 
covered in low lying wood pasture, there has been a dramatic decline. This is particularly 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/grow-nature
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true for boundary trees and orchards over the last 100 years. Nowadays, many 
woodlands in Cornwall are in small isolated pockets. Hedges have often been 
removed to enable crops to be grown on land that can be worked by larger 
machinery. 
 
Trees and natural boundaries have also been removed or damaged to allow for roads and 
other infrastructure. Our existing trees and hedges are under increasing threat from 
development, agricultural practices, climate change, pests, disease and other factors. In 
light of the ecological, cultural and economic value of trees and hedges, we must do more to 
protect and extend their benefits. 
 
18. Will the public be able to access the Forest for Cornwall? 
 
In Cornwall, only 9% of the population has access to a small area of woodland close to their 
home, compared to UK average of 21%. Sadly, only 41% of the Cornish population has 
access to large woodlands of 20 hectares or more within 4km of where they live, compared 
to a UK average of 72%. 
 
Access to trees and woodlands can make people happier and healthier, particularly for 
those living in more deprived communities. Forest for Cornwall will include the creation and 
enhancement of accessible woodlands. They will provide places to walk, cycle as well as 
peaceful areas for enjoyment. 
 
However, to achieve our ambition to increase Cornwall’s canopy cover by 2% by 2030, a 
significant proportion of new woodlands and forestry is likely to be on private land which is 
not necessarily suitable for open public access. 
 
19. With large areas of the Amazon being destroyed every year, why should we spend 
money planting trees in Cornwall? 
 
Because we can’t stop all carbon emissions, the option to capture carbon from the 
atmosphere through natural climate solutions is vital. These natural solutions reduce our 
net-emissions which can bring us closer to becoming carbon neutral (carbon neutral means 
that the emissions emitted minus the emissions drawn down from the atmosphere add up 
to zero). 
 
This is an opportunity for us to ‘think globally by acting locally’. We can all do something 
within our control to change the world we live in. 
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