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Reference Number:  FOI – 101004743528 
 
Response provided under: Freedom of Information Act 2000  
 
Request: 
 
1. Please provide any risk assessment or impact assessment carried out by the 
council relating to the potential impact of climate change on the council and 
its services and/or the council area 
2. Please provide details of any of the following measures that the council has 
adopted since 2017 or is considering adopting, in relation to any area, in order 
to tackle climate change and/or reduce air pollution: 
- congestion charging/road charging 
- restrictions on private car usage in certain areas (e.g. town centres) and/or 
at certain times, where this is in response to climate change or air pollution 
- restrictions or increased charges for car parking in certain areas (e.g. town 
centres) and/or at certain times, where this is in response to climate change 
or air pollution 
- financial inducements to people to switch from using private cars  
Please note that the measures in question 2 relate to tackling climate change 
or reducing air pollution - therefore measures solely to raise revenue do not 
count. 
 
Response: 
 
Cornwall’s Full Council met on and voted in favour to support the declaration 
of a climate emergency on 22 January 2019. An amendment to this motion 
was tabled calling for Urgency on Climate Change and this was agreed by the 
Council and a climate emergency was declared. This declaration required the 
Council to prepare a report within six months to outline how we can 
significantly reduce our carbon emissions within an ambition to restrain 
Global Warming to 1.5°C and to ensure Cornwall strives to become carbon 
neutral by 2030. 
  
Our Cabinet met on 24 July 2019 and unanimously agreed to support the 
recommendations proposed and approved the emerging Climate Change Plan 
and related emerging priorities including resourcing the Carbon Neutral 
Cornwall team for further development of the plan and providing capital 
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resource for phase one of the Forest for Cornwall, Urban Tree Challenge Fund, 
Whole-house Retrofit Pilot and the Climate Change Developing Planning 
Document. The Carbon Neutral Cornwall Action Plan identifies the need to 
reduce our carbon emissions through a variety of actions across all sectors 
and enables existing strategies and policies including Clean Air for Cornwall, 
Local Industrial Strategy and New Frontiers to be aligned.  
  
As part of the development of the Climate Change Action Plan we assessed via 
the Comprehensive Impact Assessment (CIA) (which can be found here: 
https://democracy.cornwall.gov.uk/documents/s125665/Climate%20Change
%20Appendix%204.pdf) the likelihood of change as detailed in the Cabinet 
Report and associated appendices and how the impacts of climate change 
may be mitigated by the early implementation of Cornwall’s emerging Carbon 
Neutral Action Plan. The CIA considered the impacts of the plan against 
Equality & Diversity, Human Rights, Rurality, Safeguarding, Information 
Governance, Community Safety / Crime & Disorder, Environment, Health, 
Safety & Wellbeing and Business Continuity Planning. The assessment looked 
at Cornwall in its entirety as well as the impacts to Council services. The Action 
Plan identified a operational, facilitation and regional/national activity to be 
implemented in the immediate future as well as over the longer term. 
Identified within the CIA are a number of risks that will be mitigated against 
via the second phase through further detailed analysis and options appraisals. 
Each area of work progressed will require the development of detailed 
business plans and individual CIA’s throughout the development and delivery 
phase of the programme.  
  
In response to the concerns raised in the Cabinet discussion regarding the 
need to the implement the changes required to tackle the climate emergency, 
but ensure that none of our residents are negatively impacted as a result, we 
have developed a decision making tool that was piloted in the September 
Cabinet to show the environmental and social implications of the proposed 
decisions. Based on the Kate Raworth Doughnut Economics model, work will 
continue to develop this process and implement it across the Council’s key 
decision making processes such as the Investment and Commercial Board and 
the 20/21 budget process to ensure the social and environmental implications 
of each decision are considered. 
  
In addition to the CIA carried out leading up to the delivery of the Cabinet 
report a peninsula climate risk assessment is being conducted by the Local 
Resilience Forum which will be used to inform future activity and a 

https://democracy.cornwall.gov.uk/documents/s125665/Climate%20Change%20Appendix%204.pdf
https://democracy.cornwall.gov.uk/documents/s125665/Climate%20Change%20Appendix%204.pdf
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commission for a Cornwall climate risk assessment. Further information on 
the assessment will be made available once complete, in the meantime 
information regarding the Carbon Neutral Cornwall Programme can be found 
on our webpage or you can read the full action plan here.  

Whilst the Council are currently not considering congestion charging, road 
charging, restrictions on private car usage in certain areas (e.g. town centres) 
or increased charges for car parking in certain areas at present we are 
committed to promoting the modal shift required to tackle climate change. As 
a result of our work to develop the One Public Transport System in Cornwall 
we have since an increase in public transport use and in May 2020 the Council 
will introduce a 4 Year Fare Pilot to support the nudge from the car to Public 
Transport Bus Services, coupled with a new tender which will see Cornwall 
Council invest £160m over 8 years to a wider Public Transport Rural Bus 
service.  
  
The Clean Air for Cornwall Strategy highlights the issues of poor air quality and 
brings together the action plans for seven air quality management areas 
across Cornwall. The strategy provides a range of interventions and policies 
which will tackle poor air quality and ensure future activities and 
developments will improve air quality along with the well-being and 
sustainability of residents and visitors. These actions provided alongside the 
current planning policy and guidance for developers will ensure residents of 
Cornwall will understand Cornwall’s air quality and how they can take steps to 
address and improve problem areas.  
  
Our commitments to tackling air quality are: 
  

• To trial low and zero emission vehicles within the Council’s fleet with 
the aim of rolling these out across the fleet for suitable tasks/routes 

• Where electric vehicles are not suitable, we will develop a policy for 
reporting diesel vehicles with petrol or hybrid where appropriate 

• Continue to increase the number of electric vehicle charging points 
• Continue to introduce electric buses for the Truro Park & Ride sites 

  
 
Information provided by: Environment Service  
 
Date of response:   29th January 2020 

http://www.cornwall.co.uk/climatechange
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/40176082/climate-change-action-plan.pdf
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/35417419/clean-air-for-cornwall-strategy-final-2018-update.pdf

