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Good Practice Guide for Remote Hearings 
 

A partially remote inquest hearing is a formal court hearing. Accordingly, you must: 
 

• Switch off mobile telephones and pagers; 

• Not eat food or drink; 

• Not chew; 

• Not smoke; 

• Dress appropriately. Attendance in pyjamas or dressing gowns will not be permitted. 

WARNING: 

It is a contempt of court, punishable by imprisonment, for any person to record, publish and 

take pictures (including screenshots) of the court hearing whether with a camera, mobile 

telephone, video recorder or any other device. 

Children and Young Persons Act 1933 Section 39 
 
It is hereby directed that: 

(a) no report of the proceedings shall reveal the name, address or school, or include 
any 

particulars calculated to lead to the identification, of any child or young person 
concerned 

in the proceedings; 
(b) no picture shall be published as being or including a picture of any child or young 
person so concerned in the proceedings as aforesaid; 
except in so far (if at all) as may be permitted by the direction of the court. 
Take notice: any person who publishes any matter in contravention of any such 

direction 
shall on summary conviction be liable in respect of each offence to a fine. 
 

Be prompt  

Try joining the meeting before it even begins so you are ready.  

The hearing will be kept to audio only if possible  

Turning off your video (where appropriate) will reduce the impact on the network so please 

only screenshare when necessary.  

Mute your microphone  

If you are not speaking, please mute your microphone.  

Pause  

When asking someone to respond, the Coroner will give the participant a moment to respond. 

This is to acknowledge that the participant may be on mute (see previous point) or there may 

be a delay in their connection.  
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Introduce yourself  

Please introduce yourself before speaking. People may know how you sound in person, but 

you may sound different on a virtual call. Something simple like daughter of Mrs. Smith, 

Solicitor for the Family, Counsel for the hospital Trust would suffice.  

Raise your hand function  

This facility must only be used on the basis that you want to object to something without 

interrupting the conversation. Your objection will be highlighted by a hand icon next to your 

name. If multiple persons raise their hands, they will be listed in the order in which they were 

raised.  

You will be asked by the Coroner to lay out the basis of your objection in full. Once you have 

detailed your objection, the Coroner will lower your hand. 

 

Andrew Cox 
HM Acting Senior Coroner 
Cornwall & Isles of Scilly 


