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Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Coroner Area 

Strategy for Recovery During Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

Background 

On 23 March 2020, the government introduced a national lockdown in an attempt to stem 

the spread of Coronavirus. While some restrictions have now been eased, a number remain 

in place. 

The Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Coroner service (Cornwall) does not have a dedicated court 

facility and instead hears inquests at a number of venues across the county. Most of those 

venues remain closed. 

Additionally, coroner’s officers and the coroner administrative team are currently working 

from home. The Coroner’s Court Support Service has temporarily withdrawn its voluntary 

assistance. 

National Guidance 

The Chief Coroner has issued guidance (38) encouraging the use of platforms like Microsoft 

Teams to facilitate partially remote hearings, where the coroner is in court while Interested 

Parties (IPs) and witnesses attend remotely. 

Local Response 

Cornwall has produced a protocol for remote hearings during the COVID-19 pandemic that 

is available on the Cornwall coroner website. IPs, other participants and witnesses may 

attend using Microsoft Teams while members of the public or press who wish to attend can 

do so using an audio link having given 48 hours’ notice of their wish to do so. Section 9 of 

the Contempt of Court Act has been disapplied by the Acting Senior Coroner to facilitate 

lawful public attendance at inquests in this way. 

Strategy for Hearing of Inquests 

Inquests vary in complexity and length. As a general rule, the shorter the inquest and the 

less witnesses that are required to give evidence by attendance, the easier it will be to 

conduct a partially remote hearing. There are, in broad terms, three strands of cases: 

i) Those inquests that can be conducted with no attendance (documentary or R23 

hearings.) These will be unaffected and will be heard in the normal way. 

ii) Those hearings where a mix of documentary and personal attendance (by Teams) 

is required that are routine in nature. These will be listed with a provisional date 

at opening (approximately four months ahead.) 
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iii) Complex hearings. This will include all jury inquests and those hearings where 

more than four witnesses need to give evidence in person (via Teams) or an 

inquest is likely to take more than one day. Given the lack of a suitable court 

room currently, coupled with the absence of court staff, complex hearings will 

remain adjourned pending further developments. 

This strategy will be reviewed by the Acting Senior Coroner on a monthly basis. 
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