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Latest News 

 

 As the restricted opening for schools and settings is eased, please find the 

Spring term SEND update with news of everything that the teams have been 

working on over the past few months. 

Please refer to the Department for Education guidance for wearing face 

coverings in school. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-

coverings-in-education 

 

Also, please look out for the range of virtual training opportunities which will 

be advertised through School Messenger over the next few weeks. Of 

particular note is the effort HeadStart Kernow is going to, providing emotional 

and mental health training for those working with children and young people, 

extending this to their parents and families.  

 

Take care of yourselves and thank you for everything you are doing to 

support children and young people at this time. 

 

 

Cornwall SEND Update 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-messenger/
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Latest News  
SEN Engagement Survey  

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the SEN 

survey last term. We were delighted with the response rate, 

particularly during the pandemic, and the perceived survey 

overload. 

Of the responses given:  

• 85% of CYP attend full time  

• If on part time timetables, 25% was agreed and 20% not agreed 

• 5% were EHE  

• 40% of CYP attended primary school (highest) but all educational settings were 
represented 

• 58 % of respondents had children and young people with EHCPs 

• Parent/carers were asked to give an example of how their children were helped to make 

friends in their education setting. Key themes from this were having adult support, 

structured times and activities to support social skills and having social interaction groups 

or clubs.  

• Another question asked of parent/carers was, ‘Please give an example of something that 

helps your child to learn in their education setting’. Key themes were adult support, 

universal approaches (such as breaking down tasks, visual support, now and next boards 

etc), staff understanding the CYP’s needs, using technology or ICT, having positive 

relationships with staff and strong communication between teachers and parents.  

• Parents/carers were asked to  give an example of something that helps their child to take 

part in the activities at their education setting such as trips, clubs. Key themes were adult 

support, staff having an awareness of the CYP’s needs. There was quite a large percentage 

of parent/carers who said their children did not attend clubs or trips – it was unclear 

whether this was historical or due to the current situation with COVID 19.  

Cornwall SEND Update 
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Latest News Continued 

SEMH School 

The opening date for this school is aimed for April 2023. The Special Partnership Trust has 

created a stakeholder group to collaborate on developing this, subject to planning agreement. 

A working name for the school is Bosvena School, mixing the Cornish name for Bodmin with the 

English word school. The group will contribute to developing the school’s identity, curriculum 

and more. We will update you on developments. 

 Capital improvements continue throughout the pandemic  

Here are some updated pictures from Bodmin Area Resource Base. Bodmin’s secondary school 

hosts Cornwall’s largest area resource base. 40 pupils attend and benefit from such a lovely 

space, designed specifically to meet their needs. 

 

 
Cornwall SEND Update 

 

The full report is available from Cornwall Council. 

All the information from the SEN Engagement activities will inform the priorities for SEND in 

Cornwall over the next two years, including an important aspect of Cornwall’s SEND Strategy.   

 

 

 

We had some moving entries to the exhibition, which 

asked young people to represent how they feel now 

and how things could be better for them in the future. 

Please view these on the website 

www.cornwall.gov.uk/send20   

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/send20
mailto:supportedinternships@cornwall.gov.uk
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Latest News Continued 
Cornwall Council’s AAC Team 

Cornwall Council’s AAC Team have been working hard on developing new courses to support 
those students with communication aids provided by the council or by NHS England.  We have 
two courses upcoming that will be held in the summer term, dates to be confirmed in due 
course; 

• Effective Communication Partners workshop – The workshop is aimed at parents/carers and 
educational staff and looks at the key strategies that communication partners need to be using 
to support high-tech AAC learners. The training is based around research and evidence-based 
practices and will cover a range of skills to ensure the AAC learner is successful with developing 
their own AAC skills. 

• AAC and Literacy  -  The course aims to give teachers and support assistants the tools to 
make literacy successful in their classrooms for students using AAC. The course will identify 
challenges of using AAC when teaching and learning literacy. You will come away with a new 
teaching model used for learners with more complex needs and take-away ideas and 
suggestions for literacy in your classroom. It will cover aspects such as: 

 alphabet and phonological awareness for AAC users 

 assessing and testing, including assess, plan, do, review cycles 

 phonics and reading development 

 adapting the curriculum and learning opportunities 

 

The AAC and Mentoring Project funded by the National Lottery has begun its early stages in 
Cornwall. A meeting was held with interested settings who are taking on the project in their 
school. If any education setting would still like to be involved with this project, where AAC users 
can gain a recognised qualification in mentoring, please contact us at 
AACSupport@cornwall.gov.uk for further information. 

 

Cornwall Council’s AAC Team newsletter is sent out electronically monthly with tips, resources 
and links for supporting students who use AAC to communicate. If you would like to be added 
to the newsletter, please email AACSupport@Cornwall.gov.uk to be added to the mailing list.  

 
A member of staff will sadly be leaving the AAC Team before the Easter holidays. Julie Veal has 
been with the team for a number of years and has been key to driving our team forward. She 
has been instrumental in supporting AAC learners in the West of Cornwall and will be missed by 
her students, their parents/carers, the educational settings and her colleagues. We would like 
to wish Julie all the best in her new role.  
 

 

 

 

 

Cornwall SEND Update 

mailto:AACSupport@cornwall.gov.uk
mailto:AACSupport@Cornwall.gov.uk
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Cornwall SEND Update 

Success Stories 
Reach Out’s Carry On 

Baking project 

Students from ReachOut Creative 

Futures have been working on an 

Enterprise Baking project. Based at 

Treverbyn Community Hall, they can 

make use of the commercial kitchen 

facilities. 

Twice a week they work alongside Marc 

Elliot who appeared in the Great British 

Bake Off Programme, to produce cakes, 

bread, biscuits and pasties.  Orders are 

taken at the beginning of the day and 

then sold to eagerly awaiting and hungry customers! 

So far, 2 students working on running the enterprise and the practical side of the project. They 

have enrolled other students who are going to step in to help market the enterprise as part of 

their level 2 Arts Award.  The enterprise project is giving them practical work experience as well 

as helping them develop communication and planning skills, functional maths skills, teamwork, 

employability skills and a level 2 Food Safety and Hygiene in Catering certificate. 

We are really pleased with the way the students have taken the lead on this project.  They have 

full control of how they want to run the enterprise and have plans to have a pop up café and 

market stall to further increase their business. 

So far they have made a small profit, part of this they will put back into their enterprise, but the 

remainder they will have as their first pay packet!! 

Comments from Marc (Tutor): “ It’s wonderful to see the students enthusiastically 

gaining confidence in the kitchen, as well as starting to understand the concept of 

running a small enterprise” 

Livy (student) says “I feel far more enthusiastic, I’ve gained more confidence, and I’m 

definitely enjoying it.  I’m looking forward to getting my first wage packet” 

Alex says, “I find it helpful in getting new skills, like learning to bake bread, I enjoy making 

chocolate biscuits and I’ve learnt it takes longer than an hour to take bread!  I’m excited 

about starting this enterprise and earning some money” 

       reachoutcf.com/groups/treverbyn/ 

mailto:supportedinternships@cornwall.gov.uk
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Cornwall SEND Update 

Success Stories 
Vision Support good news 

Lots of positive feedback has been received this term about the successful support and input of 
both Qualified Teachers of the Visually Impaired (QTVIs) and  Habilitation Specialists.  A parent/
carer sent some photos of their son brushing their teeth successfully following activities from 
the Hab@Home programme.  Another family passed on their compliments through a Family 
Support Worker, highlighting what good understanding of their child’s needs the QTVI has.   
  
Recent virtual training at a large secondary school  was attended by over 100 members of staff - 
great preparation for the transition of a learner in September!  Online training with a range of 
other settings has been very successful and flexibility with timings enables more staff to take 
part. We have had very positive feedback from attendees. 
  
Interaction with learners has been mainly online this term, with staff in the team developing 
innovative  and exciting methods for teaching braille, assistive technology and independent 
living skills.  Families have been enabled to become more involved with these sessions and 
develop their understanding of these very specialist skills that our learners have!        
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:supportedinternships@cornwall.gov.uk
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Cornwall SEND Update 

Success Stories 

 

Nancealverne School awarded the ‘Autism and Social  

Communication Friendly School’  

 

 

I am delighted that Nancealverne School has recently been awarded the ‘Autism and Social Com-
munication Friendly School’ status by the LA Autism team. I am incredibly proud of all the staff and 
pupils of the school community who deserve this recognition for all their hard work and commit-
ment.  

The final report highlights that all standards have been met at a good or excellent level; demon-
strating how the school environment is used to support young people with autism and social com-
munication difficulties.  In addition, meeting the required standards at the highest level including: 
Statutory Requirements, Policies and Continuous Professional Development; Advocacy; Meeting 
Individual Needs; Transitions; Curriculum; Environments: 

‘The school was able to provide extremely strong evidence of how staff follow professionals’ rec-
ommendations…’ 

‘Pupil’s strengths and interests support curriculum planning and are used as motivators and choic-
es’. 

‘I was able to see case study evidence of how bespoke planning, strong partnerships  

with parents and safe relationships with key staff underpin student progress’. 

‘Relationships between staff and students are extremely positive and make a  

huge contribution to participation and progress’.  
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Parent Carers Cornwall  

 

Parent Carers Cornwall is a parent/carer led organisation supporting those families who 

have a child or young person age 0-25 years with a disability or additional needs. 

Our aim is to gather information from Parent Carers and using these unique shared 

experiences, we take part in consultations and participation work which helps us to 

shape the development and delivery of services to our children. We also pass on 

information to families and professionals, via a newsletter and e-bulletins enabling 

parent carers to gain greater knowledge and understanding of the services available from 

health, education, Cornwall local authority and the voluntary sector. 

We have two social media pages where you can chat to likeminded families and find out 

about up and coming events. 

We hold regular training and information events for families. 

We produce service guides full of information for both parent/carers and professionals. 

 

Reminders  



 10 

 

 

 

 

It is free to become a member,  or to find out more details, please contact either 

kaypcc@outlook.com or traceypccc@outlook.com to register. 

Parent Carers Cornwall (PCC) is the recognised Parent Carer Forum for Cornwall. 

Nationally funded to support families with children with SEND, endorsed locally by 

Health, Education and Social Care. 

 

Reminders continued 
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Reminders continued 

Wellbeing and Autism Wheel 

Did you know that the Wellbeing and Autism Wheel has been updated to include more in-

formation around friendships, emotions, relationships, language and communication? 

There are information leaflets, strategies and take-away resources for parents and carers to 

print and use at home. To view and use the Wellbeing and Autism Wheel head to  

https://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/kb5/cornwall/directory/autismwheel.page  

Please see the leaflet for further information. 
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Cornwall SEND Update 

What’s Coming Up? 
Cognition and Learning Service 
Conference 2021. In alliance with 
Dyslexia Cornwall 

Understanding the barriers to success 

in mathematics 

Friday 12 March 2021 

9.00am login for a 9.15am start. 3.15pm finish 
This conference will be VIRTUAL and delivered via Teams 
 

Keynote speaker – Professor Camilla Gilmore  
Dr. Camilla Gilmore is Professor of Mathematical Cognition in the Centre for Mathematical 
Cognition at Loughborough University. Her research is focused on understanding how 
mathematics skills develop and why some children have such difficulties learning mathematics  

The morning session before break - Understanding the barriers to success in mathematics: 
latest research 

The morning session after break – Mathematical learning difficulties following preterm birth 

The afternoon session - Strategies to support learning in mathematics 

During the breaks there will be a virtual conference exhibition 

Cost: £10 per person search for course code CALCONF21 

  www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk  

 

Inclusive, Dyslexia Friendly Schools Plus (IDFS+) 

The Cognition and Learning Service are excited to 
announce that (hopefully) the three-day training will be 
taking place this summer on the 25, 28 and 29 June at Chy 
Trevail, Bodmin 

This training can be booked through Cornwall Learning 
Online using the code: CAL01 

The three-day training for 2 people costs £160. The training includes refreshments, lunch, resources and IDFS+ 
process support. There is an additional cost for the accreditation. 
 

Target Audience:  Head teachers, senior leaders and SENCOs plus a TA or HLTA who would 
like to become the school’s Learning Champion 

http://www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk
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Cornwall SEND Update 

What’s Coming Up contd. 
 

Course Objectives 

To enable schools to: 

• understand the nature and implications of cognition and learning needs and how to meet 
those needs 

• successfully include children and young people with cognition and learning needs, ensuring 
positive outcomes for each individual child 

• use the IDFS+ standards as a framework to develop an action plan and ensure the above 
• achieve the Inclusive, Dyslexia Friendly Schools Plus Quality Mark 
• have a Learning Champion in place to support children with cognition and learning needs 

and to help the SENCO achieve the IDFS+ quality mark  

 Cost: £10 per person search for course code CAL01 

  www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk  

 

Deaf Awareness Training 

The next Deaf Awareness training sessions will be held on 11.5.21. There will be 2 courses one 
from 9.30-11.00 and one from 3.15-4.45. 

Places can be booked through www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk 

 

Vision Awareness Training Via Teams  
23/06/21  or 30/06/21 from 9:30 – 12:30 
To include: 
• Introduction to Visual Impairment 
• Role of the Teacher of Visually Impaired 
• Practical activities 
• Modifying curriculum resources 
• Tactile Learning 
• Strategies to support students with low vision 
• Mobility/Independence 
 

 

http://www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk
http://www.cornwalllearningonline.co.uk
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Cornwall SEND Update 

Stay Up-to-date with  

SEND Information 
Cornwall Council’s SEN File 

 

Cornwall Council's SEN File is a valuable and extensive resource of information related to 
Special Educational Needs and Disability in Cornwall.  

Key features include:  

• Education Health and Care (EHC) needs  

• Assessments and plans information  
• SEN Support Services information  

• Transition planning guidance  
• Useful forms and guidance documents  

 

www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile 

 

Cornwall SEND Local Offer  
 

The Cornwall SEND Local Offer is a website that hosts information related to: 

www.supportincornwall.org.uk/localoffer 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile
https://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/kb5/cornwall/directory/localoffer.page?newlocalofferchannel=0
http://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/localoffer
http://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/localoffer


 

 Cornwall SEND Update 

Thank you for reading the SEND 

Update 

View previous SEND Updates 

We value any feedback you have regarding the SEND Update.  

You can comment on the SEND Update by email:  

send@cornwall.gov.uk  

 

Subscribe and receive future SEND Updates  

directly to your inbox.  

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/special-educational-needs-file/information-advice-and-support/newsletters-and-useful-links/#updates
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/special-educational-needs-file/information-advice-and-support/newsletters-and-useful-links/#updates
mailto:send@cornwall.gov.uk
https://mailchi.mp/864801891fa8/send-update-cornwall-council
https://mailchi.mp/864801891fa8/send-update-cornwall-council
https://mailchi.mp/864801891fa8/send-update-cornwall-council

